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outstanding feature with the Swami. Everyone
remarked about it and seemed impressed by it.
It was new to us and I may be allowed to' make
a few remarks about it.

This chant was peculiar with the Swami. He
would keep it up for hours at a time. When he
was talking he would chant in between. After
asking a question he would chant while listening
to the reply. Walking, sitting, talking, in public
or alone, always that soft, melodious chant went
on. Sometimes it was rather amusing in our
conventional Western life. In a crowded street-
car, the Swami unconcerned about his surround-
ings would sit softly chanting, to the surprise and
wonderment of the other passengers. But the
Swami seemed quite unconscious of that. Often
I noticed the passengers look at each other smil-
ing. Of course there was not the least offence.
Only it seemed to amuse them in this brown-
faced stranger.

Before and after our meditations the chant
would come in full strength. It was not only
beautiful, it was also helpful, especially before
meditation. It had the effect of quieting the
mind and of creating an atmosphere. I may
compare it with the effect produced by the bum-
ing of incense in a Roman Catholic church.

Sometimes the chant would come loud and
strong, again it would be deep like a strong
vibration, it would run up and end in a soft
high note, very sweet. The tune also varied.
This chant was with the Swami as long as he was